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CORPORATION MANNERS 


The lightning flash ot Mr. Norman Collins' resignation 
from television just after the bannimg of,"Party Manners" 
is in startling contrast to the halcyon atmosphere which 
has bathed the B.3.°. for so many years. Since its birth 
the Corporation has had a singularly placid lite, shield- 
ed by its Charter both from Parliamentary interference in 
its daily work and from commercial competition. The 
British public has accepted with remarkable complacency 
the contradiction that, whereas a free, commercial, and 
competitive press is essential to British liberty, 
exactly the opposite principle should be applied to 
broadcasting. The vast extension of the Corporation's 
activities, undertaken during the war, including an elab- 
orate system of overseas propaganda and the development 
at home of both Forces and. religious education, passed 
almost unnoticed. During its first two years of office, 
when change could have been made more easily than now, the 
Labour Government did not treat the reform of the B.B.° 
as a top priority. It is only now, six years after the 
war, that the Beveridge Commission has completed its 
investigations. To the superficial observer it might 
have looked, a few weeks ago, as though the Corporation 
had been accepted as an institution as respectable and 
unchallengeable as the Monarchy. 


Why then this sudden storm on the eve of the publica- 
tion of the Beveridge Report? The cause of the trouble, 
of course, is television. Even in sound broadcasting the 
Corporation has always shown itself insanely jealous of 
commercial competition from Luxembourg and elsewhere, 
During the war, the European and the overseas services, 
manned by ardent innovators from outside, became for a 
few years serious competitors with the Home programmes. 
But most of their innovations have now been smoothed 
away, and the hierarchy in London has also been success- 
ful in putting every obstacle in the way of genuine reg- 
ional independence. Until television came along, there 
seemed little chance of halting an inevitable process of 
centralisation, bureaucratisation, and ossification. 


Now a new chance has come. Mr. Collins' case is that, 
iff television remains under the control of Portland 
Place, its growth will be stultified. In order to develop, 
television must compete freely with sound broadcast- 
ing. We believe that these criticisms of B.B.C. policy 
are unansweradle, and they should also be applied to 
sound broadcasting itself. Whether the solution lies in 
some admixture of commercialism or in the formation of 


independent regional units is a much more difficult 
question. What seems to us certain is that the authorit~ 
arian rule of Broadcasting House needs to be checked by 
decentralisation and competition. 


The issues raised by the banning of "Party Manners" are 
not so unrelated as at first sight appears. Whatever view 
is taken of this trivial play, the Chairman's reasons for 
banning it reise very grave issues. Lord Simon claims 
that the 58.8.0. cannot remain nevtral on such questions 
as demooracy. But if it is to be positive demceracy, one 
may ask, how can the Corporation avoid becoming actively 
political? As soon as neutrality is abandoned, output 
is bound to express the political views of a handful of 
high officials almost weknown to the public. A Corpora- 
tion which claims td téach us the demotratic and Christ- 
jen way of life cannot avoid taking sides in party 
controversy. By making this claim Lord Simon has streng- 
thened the case for decentralisation and competition. It 
is intolerable that a tiny group of wen, shielded from 
any public control of their programme planning, should 
be permitted to teach us what democracy means. 


The Tories at Blackpool 





That Mr. Churchill was enjoying a day's racing at 
Newmarket during the first day of the Conservative 
Conference showed clearly enough that the Party is still 
true to the principle of personal leadership. Mr. 
Churchill may be told by Lord Woolton what took place in 
the debate, but he is not bound to pay any attention. 
The Leader makes policy in consultation with those whose 
advice he values. This no doubt explains the apparent 
irresponsibility of the Cont'erence decision on housing. 
In an wproar of enthusiasm the "floor" demanded a target 
ot' 300,000 from the platform, and Lord Woolton, like an 
auctioneer, applauded this magnificent bid. But why not 
400,000 or 500,000 or a million? It is easy enough to 
pass @ resolution when what it expresses is a "felt want" 
and not a responsible decision. 


The real importance ot a Tory Conference is always the 
disclosures it affords about Conservative electoral 
tactics. Despite Mr. Churchill's denunciation of the 
£3,500,000 rearmament programme as totally inadequate, 
he is apparently still determined to outbid the Social- 
ists in promises of social improvements. If we are to tale 
Blackpool seriously, the country is simultaneously to 
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» 
rearn, to inerease ite housing programme by 5M, to main- 
tain 611 its social services ani to reduce the burden on 
taxation « an’ all tnis is to be paid for by economising 
on Government expeniiture. The mixture is the same as 
before, except that there are to be nore houses and more 
arms. 


Tt js perhaps noteworthy tnet the Conference carefully 
avoided any reference to the Schuman Plan and preferred 
to concentrate attention on an effort to split the trade 
unions from the Lebour Party. There was the usual smat- 
tering of working-class speakers, each received with an 
ovation; but since the platform refused to permit any 
tiscussion of weges, it is unlikely that the trade union 
vote will be seriously affected. Mr. Churchill still pins 
his hopes on the Liberals. And very wisely he said very 
little absut them. 


Thirty; Ninth Parallel? 





While Truman and MacArthur were meeting on Wake Island 
- and disposing of their differences, according to the 
hand-outs, in a couple of howrs' conversation - the arny 
in Korea continued its advance northward over the 38th 
Parallel, tovok the railway junction of Kumchon, and con- 
verged on Pyongyang, the North Korean capital. Although 
Stalin has sent the North Korean Prime Minister a message 
of goodwill and encouragement, and the Chinese Foreign 
Minister, Chou En-lai, has reiterated his Government's 
ednoern for the welfare of the Koreans, there continues 
to be no sign of intervention from tmat side, and both 
statements were indeed somewhat elliptical. In Washing- 
ton, meanwhile, speculation is reported on the notion of 
“moving the Parallel northward" by rather more than one 
jegree - so as to bring the capital of North Korea and 
all its important industries under MacArthur's occupa- 
tion, while leaving, eas a buffer with Manchuria, the 
three mountainous northerly provinces. It may be tnat 
this formula is no more than an admission that guerilla 
activity by the defeate? North Koreans is certain to con- 
tinue, and will be extremely hard it not impossible to 
contain, at least as lone as the victory of the United 
jations remains equivalent with a restoration of the old 
regime, as MacArthur, apparently, intends that it should. 


Vilitary considerations, in any oase, are no longer of 
first importance. What matters now is the kind of peace 
which the United Nations can promote in Korea. South 
Korea is again governed by Syngman Rhee and his landlord 
friends, with their former apparatus of brutality presum- 
ably once more on hand. To the decision of the U.N. Com- 
nissaion for Korea to exclude the ®hee regime fram North 
Korea, at least umtil elections have been held, the Rhee 
Jovernment has now replied with a protest of rejection. 
Rhee knows quite well that properly conducted elections 
in any part of Korea would fling him out of office; and 
he wants, of course, to sonduct the North Korean elec- 
tions himself. This must be prevented, if the mandate 
which MacArthur helds from the United Nations is not to 
be turned into ea mockysry. To conduct elections in 
North Korea under U.N. supervision - ani thus to secure, 
ao everything sugrests, an anti-Rhee majority - while at 
te same *ime allowins Rhee to remain in office in South 
Korea, is completely to stultify the task of reunifying 
She country. 


[It must be obvious, furthermore, thxt it peace is to be 
assured in Korea, the political settlerent must give 
reasonable guarantees of personal safety and indemnity to 
» tens of thousands of Koreans who took part in and 
aided the invasion of the South, or who benefited from 
the land reform which tne invaders introduced. This means 
hat the U.N. Commission which is now to become the pro- 
visional political authority for North Korea must also 
assume that authority in South Korea - until electicns 
have return A r@Opreseantative Parliament. By che sane 
token, the Comission, if it is to be finnlly efte tive 
tit 1» Gomtidence of tha North Koreuns, act 
aprecentactiv of Com unist 


> 
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The Vietnam Dilemma 





Our Paris correspondent writes: News of the disaster 
which befell the garrison of Caobang in its withdrawal 
threw the French Government into a state of utter contus- 
fon. M. Moch, Socialist Minister of Defence, now in 
Washington, promised his American interviewers that the 
"rebels would yet be smashed", completely forgetting all 
the pious sentiments concerning a “peaceful settlement” 
in Indo-China expressed by his Socialist colleagues until 
recently. In Paris, M. Pleven decided to dispatch to 
Indo-China immediately Genera]. Juin ("gets on well with 
the Americans") and M. Letourneau, Minister for Indo- 
Chinese affairs. Both are said to have spent much time 
snarling at the "politicians", saying tnat the Cacbang 
disaster was primarily due to the insufficient number of 
French troops in Indo-China and lack of funds; they are 
also believed to have complained of large American sup- 
plies for Indo-China having been diverted to Korea. 


"More money, more meni" Such is the solution advocated 
by some members of the Government. The Vietnam war is 
already costing France £150 million a year; the figure is 
now expected to be increased to £200 millions. And, of 
course, America must help "in a big way". What does that 
mean? There are several schools of thought. There are 
those who, while clamouring for American military aid, 
are determined that Indo-China should remain essentially 
a French show. If the Americans are willing to send some 
G.I.8 to Viet Nem, well and good; but it must not become 
a “purely international" affair, at the end of which 
(whatever the end) France's "mission" in Indo-Chita would 
be reduced to nothing. Next, there are those who, like 
"Frano-Tireur", would like the whole thing to be handed 
over to U.N. for a peaceful settlement. “Eyewashi" say 
the Communists. "The only kind of peaceful settlement 
possible is the withdrawal of the French from Indo- 
China". And, finally, there are those - still a small 
minority in France, it seems - who are ready to hand 
Indo-China over to MacArthur, on the not very convincing 
ground that Vietminh has beem allegedly receiving help 
from Communist Chima. Reports from Washington suggest 
that MacArthur is all in favour of blasting Indo-China 
sky-high, as he has already blasted Korea. As in Korea, 
so in Indo-China, we are told, a "democratic" regime must 
be set up - one in which the Communists would, of course, 
be outlawed. In other words, is Bao Dai - albeit reluct- 
antly - grooming himselt, after his holiday at Cannes, 
for the role of Syngman Rhee? 


It is someliow hoped in France that the extreme - i.@., 
the "MacArthur" - solution will be avoided. The alter- 
natives are for France to negotiate a settlement with Ho 
Chi Minh, for U.N. to megotiate a settlement, or for 
France to remain in command of the interminable war - 
regardless of cost. “Franc-Tireur", reflecting wide~- 
spread French left-wing, non-Communist opinion, rightly 
says that the financial burden for France means that far 
more Communists are made in France than are killed in 
Viet Nam as long as this war goes on. The real danger is 
that MacArthur may take it into his head tnat his next 
mission is to wipe out Vietminh - and never mind about 
Europe. The two schools of thought ~ "East first" and 
"West first" - are sharply divided; French opinion - and 
the Government itself - is far from presenting a picture 
of unanimity. Even the most "Anti-Red" French colonisl- 
ists have (even apart from their financial interests) 
the iden of treating the people of Annam like so many 
black beetles, a l'américaine. 





THE NEW STATESMAN AND NATION 


With the printing dispute still unsettled as we 
write, we have once more to crave the indulgence of 
readers and adwertisers fcr a third “emergency” 
issve. It will be, we hope, easier on the eyes than 
its two predecessors; but readers are asked to re+ 
member that the conditions of its production involve 
roing to press 36 hours in advance of our normal tim. 
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ocoupied 17 inches of the front page, ageinst 7% inches 
given to President Truman's visit ‘to MacArthur. on 
Frifay - when Korea and Lake Success between them rated 
under 6 inches of space «+ it was Dr. Summerskill's turn 
on the front page of the "Express". Allowing for photo- 
graph, map and double-columm headlines, 2) inches were 
devoted to tne news that Dr. Jeffrey Samuel, husband of 
Dr. Edith Summerskill, had bought a five-bedroom house 
in Highgate. The price was £12,000; the howe needed re 
pairs; and the garden, dilapidated but of three-quarters 
of an acre, "almost joined" that of a house occupied by 
the Soviet Trade Delegation. 


What are readers supposed to conclude? That Mr. Bevan 
"wangled" a license unf'airly, or that Dr. Summerskill 
wants to plot with Russians across her garden fence? 
There was no hint of either suggestion by the "Express ". 
Is it that a Labour Minister should not own a oar, orhave 
a husband financially able to buy a house over]ooking 
Hampstead Heath? I have no clue to the working of Beaver- 
brook Press logic - although I have a suspicion thet the 
earnings of the top executives of the "Express" are double 
that of any Cabinet Minister. The tactic, I repeat, seems 
simply to be to sensationalise quite unimportant personal 
doings - without any inaccuracy or demonstrable distort- 
ion - with the result that many people may conclude that 
so much smoke must conceal some fire. A nasty game. 

* ae * 

I didn't think much of the idea when I fiirst heard 
that, amongst the many visitors to Yugoslavia this sun- 
mer, delegation ot the National Peace Counoil would 
investigate Soviet charges of aggressive preparations by 
Tito. Aftor all, what could a bunch of amateurs find out 
about the projected nse of’ aerodromes and military bases? 
My soepticism was illeplaced. The delegation contained 
more than one member who could speak Serbo-Croat, and it 
made a considerable end systematic enquiry. John Law- 
rence, who once ran British Ally in Moscow, had the 
bright idea of writing to the Russian Chargé d'affaires 
in Belrrade listing various Soviet charges and asking for 
further details so that they might be thoroughly inves*- 
imated. He got no answer, but the delegation visited all 
the places mentioned by Cominform propaganda and dis- 
covered that the areas said to be vacated fon military 
purposes were actually inhabited as usual, and that none 
ot the places mentioned were fortified or used by foreign 
or Yugoslav forces. One of the few things that can really 
be assumed in this world without any enquiry is that Tito 
is not fool #nough to start a war against the Comintform 
world. * we * 


to have 


The French police 
acteristio nastiness in their treatment of Spanish Com- 


appear behaved with char- 
arrested in France 
soanty news reveals, these 
refugees, who have already suffered far moro than most 
reople in the last ten years, and have surely carned, 
ene would have thought, a little peace and quiet, were 
taken from their homes early in the morning and bimdied 
ttraight into prison. There is even doubt whether they 
vere given a choice of destination, as was claimed by the 
Yrench Government at least officieusement : there were 
oases, I hear, in which the police arrived with deport - 
ation orders alreacy bearing the necessary official 
signatures. As for the reason for the arrests, it is 
indeed hard to understand why security precautions in 
this day and hour should demand of the French that they 
should deprive the Spanish refugee hospital in Toulouse 
of the whole of its medical staff. 


munist and other Republican refugees 
on September 7. So far as 


Whether or not they were actually given the ohoice of 
going to Eastern Europe if they wished (and if they 
could), it seems that about 150 of these men and women, 
out of the 177 who were arrested, are now in the old 
Viohy concentration camps in North Africa and the Sahara. 
There, preswunmbly, the French Government intends that 
they shall stay for the duration of the Cold War, - how- 
ever many years that may be. It is a grim comment on the 
state of Europe. 


The New Statesman and Netion, Ootober 21, 1950 


I heard someone say that the little Watergate Theatre 
is trying to recapture the atmosphere of the ‘twenties. 
Whether that mas a fair description of the quite brill- 
iant 10.50 Revue which has just finished there, I am not 
sure; but the Picasso "Desire Caught By The Tail", which 
has now taken its place, takes one beck to 1910. It 
belongs to the period of Blast and Wyndham Lewis' Dada- 
ists. It seems to me to have no point but to shock the 
bourgeoisie; and as there are no longer any bourgeois in 
the 1910 sense, I oan see no point in it at all. Never 
was ingenuity of staging, and in some oases, real acting 
talent expended on a more arrant bit of nonsense. Indeed, 
I cannot believe that Pionsso meant it to be shown except 
by way of a private joke. The recipe for writing it is 
not difficult to follow: choose a simple and erotic 
theme, end then let “free association" rim - the words 
will come out as they do if you lie ona couch ina 
peycho-analyst's consulting room. But the psycho-enalyst 
doesn't write the words dom and thm assign than to 
different characters called Thin and Fat Anxiety and the 
like.I am waiting for the next edition of the 10.30 Revue. 


* * ° 


Producing a weekly - in sections, some of which mst go 
to press days early- during this printing dispute is like 
trying to conduct an orchestra in "Alice" - violins one 
day, the wood-wind another, with haunting doubts all the 
time whether the players will turn up. 


NO SMOKE 


"The Monogram Film Company has abandoned the production 
of "Hiawatha", because the picture might be regarded as a 
message for peace and therefore helpful to Communist 
designs." New York Times, September 12th. 


By the shores of the Pacific, 

By the Laughing-Big-Sea—Water, 
Picoture-makers planned a screenplay 
From the tale ot Hiawatha, 

Steeped in colours of the sunset; 
Hired the remnants of Five Nations, 
Painted like the sky of morning, 
Built the village and the wigwams. 
But before they started shooting 

Came the Chief to the Director, 
Summoned a production pow-wow 

And dejectedly addressed them: 
“Brothers, hear my words of wisdom" 
Cried he to the Studio warriors, 

"For the Nation is in danger 

From the tribe of Bol-She-Viki, 
Blowing over Western prairies 

Fumes of their offensive peace-pipes. 
Holdit" he cried, “lest Hiawatha 
Should provoke misunderstanding, 
Shouli expose us to the witch-hunt, 
As subversive propagandal 

Lookt" he said,"I see the bloodshot 
Eyes of Sen-A-Tor Mac-Ar-Thy 

Glare upon me from the Senate, 

He, the Watch-dog of our Peoplet" 
"Kawi" they cried,"You said a mouthfuls” 
"Ught" they cried, "We cannot risk itt 
Un-American the story, 

The disarming o* the warricrs, 
Un-American, disloral, 

The Pukwana of the peace-pipel 

Let us wash up the production 

As unfit for exhibitiont 

Not the war-drums but the peace-pipes 
Scare the Fathers of the Nationt" 
Therefore tney dispersed the Pawnees, 
Mohawks, Delawares, Dacotahs, 

Put in store the paint and feathers... 
By the Laughing-Big-Sea-Water, 

There they packed up Hiawatha. 


POLYCRITIC 


GITTARIUS 
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REPORT ON ITALY 


Ie THE TWO NATIONS 





From Victor Emanuel's arcade, where middle-class Milan 
rubs shoulders with a sprinkling of moneyed tourists at 
Hirfi's crowded and expensive tables, it is a good step 
to the gray, dreary streets of Sesto San Giovanni and the 
hailf-<derelict machine-shops of the sprawling Breda metal- 
works. As far perhaps as from the glossy Via Rom in 
Turin to the grimy suburbs dominated by Fiat and Snia 
Vincosa, from the optiience of Genoa's colomades in the 
Vin XX Settembre to the closed works and penury of grimy 
Bolzaneto. As far, shail we say, as from one nation to 
another. 


Italian tourist offices do not inclule the industrial 
suburbs among the “sights" listed for these northern 
cities. The visitor from abroad may wonder vaguely who 
buys those tinsel~wrapped chocolates at twenty shillings 
per Ibe, or why it is that customers are so few in shops 
crammed enticingly with al) mamer of strictly non-utili- 
ty goods. But he is not encouraged to ascertain that his 
bill, after lumoh for two, my represent over half a 
week's earnings in a working-class Italian household, or 
that the cassata ioe which will “do instead of tea" for 
his wife later in the afternoon is going to cost more 
than a single worker's daily wmemployment benefit. With 
a rueful reflection now and then that thousand-lire notes 
sean to melt very rapidly, he observes that the Mearshall- 
ised Italy of his selective vision seems to have "re- 
covered" very nicely: are there not surpassingly elegant 
women to be seen, good tailoring and expensive handbags, 
plenty of Coco-Cola, lots even of whipped cream? What he 
fails to realise is that he is watching, partici 
spectator, the thin ereorust of a sooial structure 
which has divided Italy with increasing sharpness into 
"two nations", and beneath which a movement of revolt - 
limited for the moment in its tactical objectiver, but 
essentially revolutionary in its ultimate challenge - is 
gaining momertun, 


It is the current fashion in Fleet Strest to give news 
from Italy the go=by, or at best to dismiss 411 develop- 
ments briefly as incidents in the Cold War. If there is 
a strike, followed by a wave of arrestis by Signor Scelba's 
trigger-conscious Celere, readers are asked to asoribo 
it to Cominform ectives that North Atlentic Pact 
Defences must be sabotaged by fomented “imrest". In fact, 
the industrial campaign which was lawmched at a confer- 
ence of the General Confederation of Labour (C.G.I.L.) in 
Rome on August 27, and which seems likely to result in 
Italy's most acute classestruggle since the war, is not 
remotely connected, in the eyes of Italian trade wmion- 
ists with Western rearmament programmes: the issues are 
strictly “bread and buster" issues - the claim to «4 
living wage and the right to work. 


There is evidencw, indeed, that early last summer the 
leadership of the ©.G.1.1l. and of the metallurgical trade 
mions (F.I.0.M.) reached the conclusion that there was 
jJanger to the trade wmion movement in too many political 
strikes, too many “protest” stoppages. Not that there is 
any sign of disintegration in the ranks of the left trade 
unions: their solidarity and their numerical strength 
have withstood five years of massive wmemployment and 
every device - including dollar-financed coach outings on 
summer evenings! - with whioh the "free" wmions of De 
Gasperi's fashioning have tried to capture membership. 
But there was, one my agree, «a real risk of the strike 
weapon becoming discredited if it were used indiscrimate- 
ly against the landing of American mmitions, the form- 
ation of Scelba's new para-Fasoist militia or a Budget in 
which 30 per cent of total expenditure is now to be 
devoted to arms. 


It couid then be attacked as doing deliberate damage to 
production for political ends. ‘Spend a day at Sesto San 
Giovanni and taste the bitterness with which workers of 
avery grade - Commmists, Socialists and elderly radicals 
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alike - view "\mder~prodwtion' and the derelict plant 
which "they" have shut down: tho need becomes apparent 
for a “realistio" 1950 trade wiion campaign whiol would 
rally the ranks in a fight for bread and work. 


The e demands tabled this autwm by the wmions, and 
“stalled” so far in inconclusive parleys {iret with the 
Confindustris of employers and then with the Minister of 

ur, were two-fold. First they asked that there should 
be a revaluation of the differentials for skills. This 
move may have been motived in part by a desire to mobil- 
ise support from the older craftsmen, emong whom there is 
a significantly higher proportion of non-Comumists, but 
the demand itself was intringiocal)y reasonable. To an ex- 
tent muh greater even than in Britain, the traditional 
soales for skilled grades of ‘labour had been almost 
obliterated in Italy by wmiform vost-of-living incroases 
awarded during and since the wir: the existing wage 
struoture had become absurdly disinoentive. 


Next, the unions demanded an all-round 5 per cent in- 
crease. Here, too, their case was strong. Since April, 
the cost of living - comparativoly stable between the 
beginning and end of 1949 - had beon rising appreoiably. 
The Statistical Bulleiin issued by the Turin Chamber of 
Commerce gives the following figures as a measuremant of 
the monthly cost of maintaining a housohold comprising 
man, Wife and three children wider eleven in June of this 
yoar:- 





Lire 
Food .. ° 2 es ees 
Clothing os 9 
Rent .. oe 2% ee 1,‘ 
Heat and ‘ier 3,136 
Miscellaneous .. ° oe 3,135 
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vorresponding total in 1935 


As the figure given above for rent would have to be 
raised if the worker were tenant of a post-tiar apartment, 
the fore-going buiget may be taken eas a conservative os- 
timate; but since barely 100,000 new dwelling-wnits have 
been built in Italy since the war, and there are still 
less than 27 million rooms to house 46 million people, 
one need not dwell wmduly on the correct assessment of 
(admittedly low) average rent. The ficure that matters 
in relation to this estimate of 56,655 lire (£32.8s.) of 
essential expenditure is that of the average full-time 
wage of semi-skilled Italian workers. It is round about 
26,000 lire (£16) a month - just helf a family's needs, 


How do they “get by” on these wages - with bread sell- 
ing at ls. 4d. for a 2~1b. loaf, poor stewing beef at 3s 
3d. and boned veal at &s. per 1b? And how do the tvo 
million wmemployed fare ~ with a "dole" (exhausted after 
six months) ranging from 28.64. a day for a bachelor to 
4s.6d.. for a married mean with children, and with one in 
seven of those out of work disqualified? Time and again, 
I asked those questions in the gaunt suburbs of Milan, 
Turin and Genoa = only to be answered with a shrug. Odd 
jobs (often shared out, two days at a time, among 
friend: ) the infinite kbuiness of more fortwmate © oma goa i 
- these help, but the only possible solution of an in- 
possibi.e equation is a good deal of wider-nourishnent - 
quite emough, oven in a relatively kimi olimtc, to rouse 
behind the C,G.I.le's wage demands a solid closing of the 
ranks which should have varned tho Confindustria of 
trouble ahead, even if a living wage had been the only 
issue, 


There is, however, wages apart - an even bigger and 
more challenging issue in this autwm's trade wiion can- 
paign. It is the question of licenziamenti ~ dismissals 
of so-called “redumdant” workers, whose number 6 ‘enor 
Saragat once cheerfully put at 300,000, the movement by 
the employers in both the private and State-financed seo - 
tors of heavy industry to rationalise costs by discharg- 
ing men began as soonas the 1948 Elections seemed to 
have made Italy safe for "freedon and laissez-faire. 2: 
the end of 1949, not only were whole Tactories such as 
Isotta-'raschini and Caproni shut down; the Ansaldo ship- 
building works alone had sacked 7,000 Genovese, and Breda 
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was undergoing 4 similar process. This year, the trade 
unions saw «a fresh wave of licenziamenti gathering force 
- a further 1,000 men stood o y Breda, 4,400 move 
"“notioes" given by Ansaldo. In Liguria alone, this month, 
8,700 men lost their jobs or had notice to quit; and, as 
an emphatically omunist shop-steward at Sesto San 
Giovanni put it to me, with structural unemplo above 
the six-figure mrk in both Milan and Genoa, “to sack a 
man today is to murder his family". 


The reaction of the C.G.I.L. was to lodge a demand 
that, in giving notices of dismissal, employers mist 
"show cause", and that all further discharges or closing 
down of plant must be subject to the judgment of a mixed 
arbitration committee. It is on this issue, rather than 
the wage question (where some compromise be reach- 
6a), that battle has bem joined. For here the Italian 
workers, as they are all well aware, no matter what their 
politioal party allegiance - are mking a demand which is 
fundamentally incompatible with the orazy fabric of mon- 
opolist profit which the most selfish, stupid and wmoon- 
promising bourgeoisie in Europe has re-created in post~ 
war Italy. 

AYIMER VALIAICE 





onoa, September. 


(to be continued) 


OUTWARD BOUND 


During 1949, same 200,000 men, women and children left 
reat Britain to settle in the Commonwealth scowmtries. Of 
ese, 80,000 went to Australia, the nation which feels. 
he most orying need for population, the 
st lavish propaganda to attract immigrants, 
ffers the cheapest passages. This year, 
igo of Government and a resulting overhaul of the 
ration arrangements, the number will be only about 
& but next year and in future years Australian 
pages are confident that it will break all records. 


So mush for the figures - and they are evidence of e 
ift of some importance. What about the neople who are 
ing? In 1950, the great majority of the emigrants to 
ustralia went wmder the “assisted passage scheme". A 
rief explanation is necessary. Any British subject my, 
ithout formality, buy a ticket to Australia, take with 
im his belongings and cash, and embark. Once there, hw- 
er, he must take his chance not only of finding a job - 
pot very difficult - but of finding a house - very diffi- 
‘ult indeed in the present acute shortage. But, if some- 
one in Australia will guarantee him accomodation on 
arrival, he will, after waiting some throe months for a 
ship, get an assisted passage. This costs £10 for an 
adult, £5 for a young person of 14-16 years of age, and 
nothing for a child. 


The beneficent “someone” is either a relative alreacy 
in Australia, or a potential employer, or, in the case of 
large families who will have to start their new life in 
hostels, the Department of Immigration itself. In prac- 
tice, assisted passages go to workers qualified in a 
trade for which labour in badly needed in Australia. The 
list of trades is very long for single men or women (a 
fair number of typints and nurses is going). For married 
men there is a shorter but still considerable list, and 
for family men a short list mainly connected with build- 
ing, briok-making, and metal work. The system is flex- 
ible, but the general rule is: the less essontial your 
trade, the longer you wait. 


Of the emigrants to Australia during the ywars 1945-49, 
only 40 per cert wont on assisted passages. Among those 
who paid full fare, many were doubtless working-class 
folk using their savings or service gratuitios to skiz 
the then wearisome wait for shipping wider the assiste 
soheme. But one oamot assert definitely that a majority 
were not middle-class people with a fair amount of 
capital. In 1950, however, it is reckoned, 70 per cent of 
the emigrants are going under the assisted scheme. Tro 
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deductions may be made. First, the substantial majority 
consists without any doubt of working-class people. 
Second, most of them have considered carefully the pros 
and cons of emigration. Those who go on impulse, as an 
adventire, fora long visit camouflaged as emigration, 
because of a femily upset or a failure to readjust to 
oivilien life, influenced by grand words from an Austra- 
lian cemrade-in-arms - those assorted categories must by 
now be a negligiblo minority, even taken together. 


In most cases, the reasons why people want to go to 
Australia are also reasons why they want to leave Englant. 
It is surely worth asking why, in 1950, a4 hundred thou- 
sand people should leave a coumtry enjoying full employ- 
ment, offering a newly expanded system of social services, 
and apparently on the way to recovery, to sry their for- 
times on the other side of the world. Two facts mke the 
phenomenon more surprising. One is that no emigrents, so 
fur as I know, mention fear of atomic war as a motive. 
The other is that the emigrants must include a good num- 
ber of Iabour votes, embracing with equenimity life under 
a militent Tory Government now pushing laws to restrict 
civil and trade wmion liberties. 


The level of wages is the answer in many cases, "I'm 
interested in money, I don't make any bones about it,” 
one emigrant told me. In Sydney - the rates are rether 
lower elsewhere - a railway signalman makes at least 
£Bels. awoek, a baker £9.7s., & lorryedriver £8.5m, 
a pattermmker £9.17s., a painter £9.10s. Australian 
income-tax is lower than ours, and family allowances have 
been raised to 5s. for the first child and 10s. for the 
otherse Of course, these figures are of money wagos, not 
real wages. Official pamphlets, replete with statistics 
on every other subject, are rather vague about retail 
prices and rents. But this proviso won't deter the in- 
tending emigrant whilo the prices of many goods cortinue 
to rise here and many Cowoils are raising their rents. 


The next reflection on British conditions provoked by a 
few talks with emigrents is this: full amploymemt has * 
been bought at the cost of mobility of labour. About 98 
per cent of our working population is employed. But 
apparently many of them wark at jobs they dislike, and see 
ho prospect of getting into the industries which attract 
them, even if they originally worked in those industries, 
say before the war. In Australia these people see a 
chance of strilcing out into a now line. Perhaps they 
have a specific aim, perhaps they intend to have a look 
round - a thing you can't have in post-war Britain. 


Of the first two men I met in the waiting-room at 
Australia House, one was earning reasonably good money 
in a bakery - and hated baking. The other was a foundry 
worker at Ford's, Dagenham. Thon I asked him if he ao 
pected to find foundries better equipped or foundry work 
better paid in Australia, he grinned and said: "I'm 
through with the foundry - an outdoor life for mee." 
Despite the great expansion in Australian industry and 
the stress laid by immigration propaganda on the prose 
pects for skilled industrial labour, the lure of the farm 
and the sheep station is still powerful. Moreover, the 
memory of 1931 is far from dead in Britain. “I don't 
want my boy to go throwh what I did", is a common re- 
marke Australia's dependence on the world market and on 
British or American capital is little appreciated, and 
few emigrants see any reason why her future should not 


be one of wbroken expansion. 


To feel concern at these reflections is not necessarily 
to deplore emigration. It my well be in the intorest 
of this cowmtry end of the world to increase Australia's 
population, and there are cogent arguments for the view 
that Britain is overcromded. Dut the motives for emi- 

ration builc up to a formidable criticism of this com- 
try by its ow citizons, and mainly by the class of 
citizens who are sumxosed to have a stake in facing an 


& 
English futuro. 
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O.L.C. AND L.D.A. 


It was once explmined to me - whether by book or word 
of mouth I do not remember - thet there is a vast diff- 
erence between 0.1.0, and [.D.4. If, for «ample, a 
friend or stranger asks for a light for his cig .sette, it 
will be 0.L.C. to offer him a rateh, or whip out your 
petrol lighter. If, however, you pass him your cigarette 
so that he can ignite his own from it, you are guilty of 
flagrant L.D.A. From which I think we can deduce this: 
to carry your cigarettes in a metal case is 0.1L.C. and to 
carry them in their original cardboard packet L.D.A. 
Certainly to put a stubbed-out cigarette behind your ear 
is 1,D.A. 

Distinction between such nice points decided your fate 
as a candidate for a commission in the Royal Navy -0.L.C. 
means Officer-like Conduct, L.D.A., Lower-Deck Attitude. 
The Army, too, had its test. I myself was once taught to 
be an officer and a temporary gentleman, and escaped be- 
ing R.T.U,'d (returned to mit) by only the narrowest of 
rargins. Within the first month of my ordeal I was in 
trouble. Released froma lecture to write up our notes, 
we returned to our huts. I was senior N.C.0. of the hut 
I inhabited. Following my party into it I spoke out lew 
end clear: "Well, my lucky lads, let's write up these .-- 
--~ notes." At that moment the 0.C. entered the hut from 
the door at the other end of it. I called the hut to at- 
tention. The 0.C. looked at me, said nothing and went out. 


At the end of the month I was summoned fora P.I. - 
personal interview. "Corporal", said the C.0., "let me 
tell you once and for all that ----- is not an offiver's 
swear wore." I wish I could always be as ready as I was 
on that ocoasion. "Sir", I replied, “if you had the ad- 
vantage of knowing ino bettex you would realise that I was 
using the ---- word in inverted comms". We were friends 
after that. He even tolerated my impersonation of him at 
@ Oamp concert: “Dealing now with the tactical situation 
of the Onctos at the Battle of Inkerman..." 


But, well trained as I have been, in civil life I still 
have moments of confusion. A man stops me in the strect, 
thrusts his up-turned face into mine, and says: "Give us 
a light, mate." If I don't let him light his cigarette 
from mine, J feel that I am insulting him, though I am 
bowud to say he usually bends my cigarette out of shape, 
and I do not; altogether fancy putting it into my mouth 
again after he has been handling it. I hesitate to keep 
the cigarettes in my own grasp lest he should think me re- 
luctant to trust him with it. Surely, ina social my, 
it is right to respond to L.D.A. with L.D,A. and not 
O.LeC. I think the manners and customs of the lower or- 
ders are es worthy of respect as those of the upper. Not 
so very long ago i the time flies) ® book of demeanour 
in use at schools for youmg gaitlemm included, as a 
matter of course, the injunction: 


“Let not thy privy members be 
lay'c open to be viow'd, 
It is most shameful and abhorr'd, 
detestable and rude." 


Only in comparatively recent times has the force of 
economic circumstances compelled gentlemen to bahave like 
gentlemen. The lower orders havi nevor had anyone they 
could safely be offensive to. By arbitrary etandards wm- 
couth, they are instinctively and practisally courteous, 
and inexhaustibly tolerant. I get on very wel) with them. 
The other day, alighting frome bus, I was quite w- 
necessarily jostled by a person bearing ell the distin- 
guishing marks of a lady. She shoved me hara against the 
conductor. “Sorry,” I said. He grimed and remarked: 
"Do have 'om, don't they?" I was gratified at being able 
to perceive his allusion to the old folk saw: "Some 
mothers have awisvard children." 


Manners, I imow, have nothing to do with character. In 
my experience, the peonle with the best - or shall we say 
the most ostentatious? - mmers, the sticklers for forms 
and surface politonossts, the respectors of tabus and 
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shibboleths, are in essential the least considerate, the 
least resognisant of services volwmvaerily rendered, the 
readiest to repay good will with bac, the first to pre- 
sume upon a desire to please, the most callous of pro- 
mise-breakers, the airiest flouters of engagements, the 
most wtrustworthy in all mtters of business, the mans 
est and gmerally the most milicious in all branches of 
sooial intercourse. I get on very well with then. But 
for the grace of God I should be as insensitive as they 
are. This self-imotledge gives me patience. Adnit tedly, 
I sometimes betray them. I wink at waiters ~hom they are 
abusing. I openly deprecate their fuss-making. I oppose 
their excessive 0.1.C. with a blatant L.D.A. 


This is all very wrong of me. Stupid, too. I win the 
respect of neither class. If I could obeerve them as, say 
Spencer and Gillen observed the Aruntea or Alois Musil the 
Ryala, < might have something interesting to commmicate, 
but detachment is what I oan never achieve. Osoilllating 
between the good and the clever or between the polished 
and the crude, “white as the singing swan I go," though 
feeling, while not looking, like that extraordinary cock 
which was born at Birmingham: "When seen in front he 
appears to resemble any other anim of the same species, 
except that his beak is small for his size, and his comb 
and wattles are considerably larger than usual: but con- 
nected with the rump there is a smaller body, which is 
provided with a second pair of legs, with spw's equal in 
size to those of the other logs... He has two vents which 
he uses indiscriminately, and crows both lou! and well.” 


DANTE L GEORGE 
THIS ENGLAND 


Prizes are awarded of £1 for the first entry and 5/~ 
for each of the others printed. 


Paste entries on a POSTCARD. 


Pish which formed part of the harvest festival deso- 
rations of St. Mary's Church, Appledorse, over the weuk 
end were previously soaked in Eau<ieCologne. 

Western Morning News. (William Jenkin) 





Poee F oe (60), a homeless labourer, made an objection 
at Northamptonshire Quarter Sessions yesterday when his 
counsel, Mr. H... called hima tramp. “Exouse mo, sir,” 
he said, “they do not call us tramps now. We are wayfar- 
ers". Manchester Guardian. (R. Stafford) 





The Corps march, “Grey and Scarlet", in a dolightful 
blend of the martial thane of Purcell’s “King Arthur" 
and the charming traditional air "The ‘ientle Maiden", 
suggesting the contrasts of the army nurses’ life. 

The ‘Nursing Timos (Rachel M. Simpson) 





Blyth and Bedlington, neighbouring t«wms in Northumber- 
land, want to build e crematorium in connection with the 
Festival of Britain. They hope to vompl»te it during 
1951, if the Ministry of Health approvus. 

The Observer. (E. Pick) 


I, - wish to state that Ihave never wed mukle- 
dusters or even had any, and anyone saying so will be 
prosecuted. The Derbyshire Times. (4.0. Edwards) 





Pensioner would share comfortable home with woman nen- 
sioner: Christian principles. 
Glasgow Bvening Citizen. (James W. Iming) 





The fifty girl operatives who went on strike ina Bel- 
fast balcery on Monday afternoon bucause they were refused 
permission to sing at their work by the management re- 
sumed their duties yesterday. “ne mnegement has mdifiod 
its ban on singing and now permits the girls to hun. 
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“anted, pied-a-terre Dachshund and mistress; 


Versnhem 
or intshott district. Farman ‘lerald. (3. Shaw) 














BOOK REVIEWS 
MARCH OF TIME 
By John Dos Passos. John Lehmann. 15s. 


The position of Mr. Dos Passos as a novelist is an am- 
biguous one. A dominant figure of the decade of politic~ 
al manifestoes, he set was a kind of Left Wing power 
station and had closer resemblances to Russian novelists 
of the first Plans, than to anything American or English; 
aml his ‘+rilogy, now reprinted, which contains the 
arrosting "42nd Parallel", “Nineteen Nineteen" and "The 
tig Money" suggested a fluent, hard«voiced March of Time 
scenario in the socialist interest. The trouble is that 
bime goos on marching and when we look again after 
fifteen years at the 1,000 packed pages of this book, its 
novelty and the foreefulness of the accent, seem marked 
by the adventitious. It is an old difficulty in the arts 
that the believing and the imaginative self do not always 
march together and Mr. Dos Passos is not the first novel- 
ist to advertise one product and to appear to sell anoth- 
er in the same work; nor were we the ‘‘irst critios to 
fail to see the wood for the manifestoes. 
to present American life with a strong 
bias towards the contemporary class struggle: 

U.S.A. is «& group of holding companies, some ag- 
srogation of Trade Unions, a set of laws bound in 
salf eee a public library full of old newspapers 
and dog-eared history books with protests scrawled 
in the margins in pencil... a set of big-mouthed 
officials with too many bank accounts. 





nwa af 
Ver ake 


The plan was 


he book had the air of a brilliant piece of advertising 
matter run off by a committee or a bureau of research. 
layout, the rumning on of words, the use of techniques 
rom the cinema and tho radio script were intended to 
strengthen tho effect of a machine novel done f'or a mach- 
ine society, The picture was stereoscopic. A number of 
private lives, sometimes interlocking, wero singly exam- 
ied and they displayed the skill of an adept writer of 
errative; between thea were placed news flashes =- a 
wamboree of folly and bul. lying in the manner of the mono- 
ly press =~ Americana, potted biographies of men like 
ison, ord and llearst. To relate this coarse material 
to the fine meshos of an individwal sensibility, M:. Dos 
ran a wistful thought-stream taken from Joyoe -~ 

; 8 l has the edgy pathos of a Harry Lime theme in 
& \ovel which was ermhatic before anything else. 


1 
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years or more, this design seems too spectac- 
the material. The fact is that a novel is kill- 
is turned into history. The proper process 

7 tun history into a novel. And here we approach 
what seem to me the true reason for the failure of Marx- 
ist when addicted novelists have applied it; they have 
berm, super “isial and have not written imaginatively out 
of their dogmie The powerful sense of history, with its 
j in tragic suggestion, has in practice dwindled 
the easier sensation of meaninglessless and fatal- 
end this is tho weakness of Mr. Dos Passos - 

has become merely news. Journalism has been the 
iltimately boring disease of the international 
fothing palls so quickly as the platitude of 
rt; nothing so quickly turns into cynicism 


i1iar for 
es when 
‘ 


iondaning, undifferontiating vice of drive. 
; . 


} " ca ft 
ha’ a 0 Je 


S.A." does put over the feeling of 
from the contemplation of the agony, 
ness of a bullying industrial society 
she dull colliding of wills, vo have 
per impression. When this is ad- 
be said that the level is very high. 

incomparable everyday rerorter who 
round the lives he is concerned with. 

he poor prin er's boy, Who takes 
tho contury and is soon 

ed down and on the roads, 

resque adventures wandering 

* pornographic books, 


yn 


he revolution 
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are swiftly and richly described and they perfectly put 
before one the wmderdog's views of American life, in a 
manner that can be compared with Mark Twain's in Huck 
Finn. In this kind of narrative and in presenting the 
Inside scenes of Big Business Mr. Dos Passos is wonder- 
fully quick and clever; he always observes character 
well, but in these episodes he builds on to the casual 
camera-oye view. Mac, J. Ward Moorhouse, the advertising 
tycoon - a soft chocolate with a hard centre - and 
Burrows, the watery-eyed Union boss who sells out, runs 
his hands up girls' legs and talks of the “art of life", 
are three brilliant creations. They arouse more than re 
cognition; they stir the sympathetic imagination and one 
is eager for more of them. 


If we leave these creations for the observed people the 
actual skill does not diminish. There is not a single 
character in the book who is not dene with easy veri- 
similitude. There is not a false shot anywhere» No doubt, 
being unimaginative, Mr. Dos Passos easily avoids the 
traps that bog down the imagination; but it is astonish- 
ing to find a novel which contains scores of people from 
prostitudes to Senators, from typists to successful busi- 
nesswonen, from vagrants to yes-men, in which each person 
is exact to the eye. And take him off his own growd, to 
a French aerodrome in 1919, he will give you a French 
pilot taking a drumk American girl on a joy-ride, with 
the precision of life. No melodrama, no sonventional 
touch, mars tho clarity of his ear and eye, for the sur- 
face of life. And we can have no doubt that were we to 
interview his originals, they would say that he had cor- 
rectly got the essential tume of their lives. 


Yet it is here, of course, that the criticism of mean- 
inglessness must be raised and the curious narrowness of 
an apparently vast project must be noted. It is based on 
little more than two human emotions - and they are the 
two which dominated the commercial mgazines: ambition 
and sex. I do not believe that, even historically, these 
would be the dominant or at any rate the only powerful 
emotions in any group of thirty representative American 
lives. An anthropologist of the period would no doubt 
support Mr. Dos Passos in saying that the art of "making" 
held an extraordinary place in general self-esteem at the 
time; or that sexual experiment and confusion were vary 
important. But the same anthropologist would have to add 
that this was the period, also, of the Left Wing dogm 
that wader capitalism sex was frustrated and meaningless, 
and that seams pretty shallow and even disingenuous now. 
Nearly every narrative in this novel reaches its crisis 
when the necking and funbling start, and so we begin to 
see an obsession; when each sexual episode is meaning- 
less (ploasant to the sense of power, but hardly more 
gratifying than one more ride in a taxi) the meaningless- 
ness of the whole grandiose book is all the more marked. 
The only thing one oan say of all these seductions is 
that they are wmtroubled observations of sexual ciroun- 
stance and could hardly be more various and less i 
citing. One more collection of superficial facts has 
been adroitly done. 


I do not mean to convey that Mr. Dos Passos collects 
facts for facts'sake. He is genuinely int@rested in cir- 
cumstance and quite extraordinary good at getting it. His 
pictures of a variety of Amerioan homes, are penetrating 
and amusing. The flat of the jaded New York woman; the 
romping home of an awful provincial family on the first 
reckless steps of social climbing and naive adventure, 
the awful menages of girls gold-«<ligging their way towards 
Hollywood, Moorhouse's bleak Florentine mansion - these 
miliewe ere accurately end amusingly filed. And when 
Riis characters get to France in the 1918 war and the 
Peace Conference, one has an exact picture of Jjmericans 
on the loose in Europe. In this sense, one could hardly 
have a better travel bool: and "U.S.A." beats the films at 
their own game. It is a hye provision of evidence, done 
by a man imbued with the verve and dignity of his pro- 
fession but only in terms so broad that meaning lapses. 
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BLUE BLOOD AND IRON 





"The Dieries of lady Charlotte Guest". Edited by the 
Earl of Bessborough. Murray. 18s. 


Had ‘ady Charlotte Bertie been an heiress she could 
never have been content to become the scoond wife of 
plain John Guest. But in 1833 this clever girl was at a 
disadvantage; she was desperately unhappy et home and 
poor; the gates of aristocratic society were closed to 
her, although she was an Earl's daughter; And at she age 
of 21 the only mtrimonial asset beyond her title that 
she possessed, Was her own dark, handsome, hook-nosed per-: 
son. John Guest, however, was not quite as plain as his 
name; he was a remarkably good-looking widower of 46 with 
curly hair ~ and the biggest ironmaster in South Vales. 
The world at large, as lady Holland has recorded, recog- 
nised the marriage for what it was - a business deal by a 
business man; he was ready to trade his wealth for her 
youth and pedigree. In the sequel neither party foud 
reason to repent; the bargain. Iady Charlotte bore her 
husband ten healthy ohildren and helped him up the social 
ladder (he was created a Baronet by lord Melbourn in 
1838) while Sir John made enowh money to indulge his 
wife's expensive tastes and to install her in splendour 
in what she regarded as her proper sooial sphere. 


During the nineteon years of this partnership (as lord 
Bessborouwh appositely styles his grandmother's first 
marriage) lady Charlotte kept a diary regularly, fron 
Which extracts are now published. One would think that 
such a book ought to appeal to the many aerthusiasts for 
nineteenth-century memoiss, who are certainly on the look- 
owt for the new sidelights on the public eventis and per~ 
sonal intrigues of that complex age. But lady Charlotte 
is of no help in such matters. In spite of her ambition, 
and Sir John's lavish, disbursements, in her efforts to 
reach the limelight she never got further than the wings. 
Every year she participated in the whirl of the London 
season; yet observations on social occasions, inso far 
as lord Bessboroygh has fowd room for them, are lament- 
ably superficial and worthless. “I always feei so soli- 
tary at all these gay things", she confided to her diary; 
"I am shy and prowl, or rather from extreme sensitiveness 
I seem so.” It is easy to see that she never conquered a 
sense of inferiority in the oompany of her grand friends; 
not because she had married for money (that too was a 
laudable proceeding in the eyes of her acquwmintance), but 
because sho had married beneath her into "trade". 


In 1833 “trade” was disreputable, quite wfit fora 
gentloman. John Guest, althowh “the greatest manufac- 
turer in the world", could only enter the fringe of 
Society on sufferance, as a Meriber of Parliament. The 
prejudice was so stiff that the wife of this captain of 
industry, for all her om vaunted blue blood, was unable 
to break it. “Whatever I wmdertake I must reach an ami- 
nence" sho defiantly entered in her diary; and since 
the role of successful london hostess was denied her, 
she tumoed her talents tio other fields. She learnt Welsh 
at Dowlais while her husband wms at his iromiork:, and 
translated the Welsh Arthurian legends into English. (The 
publication of her "Mabinogion" incidentelly set Tenny- 
son writing his "Idylls"). She endowed schools for the 
children of the ironworkers and taught in them herself. 
She busied herself in local politics and religion. Sush 
activities were altogether appropriate to a lady in her 
position. Her main interest, however, was most wmlady- 
like; she discovered in herself a rermsarleble eptitude 
for her husband's horrible "trade". In those days, pri- 
vate secretaries were wmktiown in big business. lady 
Charlotte trained herself to handle all the corfidential 
correspondence of the iromvorks, and proved so invalu- 
able to her husband that, in building the new ‘andon off- 
ice for the firm, a special room was fwnished and set 
apart for his wife. In the end, this proud Larl's dawh- 
ter, who had once eonvivaged herself as lady in Waithy; 
to Queen Victoria, became utterly engrossed in the curr- 
ent market quotation for iron rails. 
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The struggle for survival of the great Dowlais iron- 
works, as told in the Dieries, is an absorbing story of 
manoeurres and negotiations, of Chartists, railwmy con- 
tracts, week partners ani tough business comotitors, 
anxious parliamentary olections and, above all, tho tick- 
lish renewal of the Guents" lease of the pramises from 
the tyrannical grownd-landlord, lord Bute. The. usual rm 
of memoir-readers, however, do not axspest to Sind then- 
selves flowmdering about in the sordid world of commerce; 
their tastes are more literary and personal. lord Bess- 
borough's grandmother has no style to redeem the prosaic 
drift of her thoughts. Moreover, she was not, so jar as 
one can discern, a very nice woman: she seems to have 
been hard as nails and at the same tine soppily sent: iment 
al, a combination of quwmlities singularly void of charn. 
But she Was no fool, despite her daily habit of bursting 
into meaningless tears. Her Diaries my not gratify the 
multitude, who like their old-world aristocracy to be 
either ocosier or wickeder; but they should please the 
comoisseurs of humn nature, to whom no self-portrait, 
however ugly, comes amiss. lori Bessborough has done 
well to publish them. It is not often that one has the 
chance to probe the secrets of a suscessful mésallianco. 


RALPH PARTRIDGE 
TEXTBOOK CF ANTI~C OMMUNISN 





"The Coming Defeat of Communism”. By James Surnhan. 
Cape. ls. Gd. 


Every movement gots the opponents it deserves; in that 
case, the anti-—Camumists do not reflect mush credit on 
Communism. James Burnham is an exception: the only anti- 
Commumist who writes with some sense, jiigement, and 
consistency. What vitiates his writing is whet vitiated 
the writing of hia model, Machiavelli: the belief that a 
system of politioal rules oan be worked out by abstract 
reason and that these rules oan then be consistently 
applied. In reality, political behaviow is the result 
of a conflict of forces, not of reason; this is us true 
of Commmist politics as of any other. Mr. Burnham does 
not think so. To him every Commmist move is a matter of 
rational calculation, long worked out, and part ofa 
long-term plan which never varies. One oan only reply: 
what avery bad long-term plan that must be. Drift, 
muddle, contradiction, confusion, could not have done 
worse for the Soviet Union and the Comumist parties 
elsewhere in the last thirty years than a supposed core 
scolous plan has done. Like all anti-Gommmists Mr. Burn- 
ham makes the mistake of taling every Comumist remark as 
gospel, the gospel of the Devil. 


On some points, Mr. Burnham is very good. lie is very 
good on the confusion in American policy; vary good on 
the barrenness of a policy of mere “containment”; very 
good on the futility of supposing that the non—-ommunist 
world can do “a doal" with the Kremlin and then go to 
sleep. Though none of these points in new, thoy aro mde 
with clarity and decisiveness. Anyone would agree thet 
if the democratic world outdots the Communists long 
enough in muldle and blunders, Commmisn might win. But 
this is not vhat we went to Mr. Burnham to discover; we 
know ‘t already. He has promised us thet Comnmism will 
be defeated; and his book is suppored to tel] us how. 
When he comes however to his positive constructive 
policy, he disappoints. Mr. Burnham's advice will xo 
more defeat Commumism then Lachiavelli's advice could 
make Cesar Borgia ruler of a united Italy. All it amounts 
to is: we must be anti-Commmists all the tine. The 
Anericans must rum croimd the world, picking wm anti- 
Comymists wherever thev can find them: de Gaulle, the 
Roman church, the Ukrainian guerillas, every eastern 
European refugoe from lorthy's associates to the Czech 
democrats. “hy not throw in Pavelic and the high Nazis 
now living in the Argentine and have done witt 


Mr. Burnham nover makes a clear distinction beotwe« 
Soviet Union, a rival groat power to the \hl 

and Comnmism, the groat religion of our time. 
materially weak, the Soviot 'hion is not a srav 
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from the military or economic point of view; and is not 
likely to be in this century at any rate. Commumism is a 
different matter. But Commumism is not a primitive 
organisation of svubvorsive agente; it is a movement in 
the minds of men, and it can be defeated only by a move- 
ment of m superior kind. Mr. Burnham, for instance, 
makes ott that the larshall Plan has been ineffective in 
woakoning the Comumists in France, because the Americans 
did not make enough propaganda about it. The truth is 
much sisplers it can be ascertained by watching rich 
Frenchoen eat lumoh at 3000 franos a head. Communism can 
only be defeated by a policy of social justice, by the 
practic» of tolwrance, hesitence, and mutual understand- 
ing. I» short, the way to defeat Commmism is not to be 
anti-Comwnist. 
A.vJeP. TAYLOR 
LIFE ITSELF 
" 


"The Goose Cathedral". By Jooelyn Brooke. 
The Bocley Head. 9s. 6d. 


The Goose Cathedral is a life-boat house. A neo-Goth- 
ico life-loat house on the shore near Folkestone. Once it 
containe: blue-jerseyed fishermen with gotd rings in 
their ears, and close by grew the coltsfoot and yellow- 
horned po;pies which the son of a Folkestone wi» mer- 
chant pioked lovingly as a child. But the seamen were 
swept awe; with the rest of the 1914 world; curtains 
went up in the mullioned windows; geese omed by in- 
visible inhabitants waddled up and down beside it and the 
Goose Cathedral received the name it had always deserved. 
Inevitably it ended up a s a tea-shop. 


The son of the Folkestone wine-merchant who was by hin- 
self now pretending desperately to be a wine-merchant 
assisted at the christening. He was Mr. Jocelyn Brooke, 
and he has used the Goose Cathedral as the wmifying syn- 
bol in his third delightful book of autobiography, in 
the same Way as he used a rare plant in his first and a 
passion for fireworks in his second. 


To anyone who has read neither "The Military Orchid" or 
"A Mine of Jerpents"this may well sound a@ither nonsense or 
a bore. lideed, one of the hardest things about lr.Brooke 
is to convey the freshness and individuality of his auto- 
biographion) reminiscences. A book about childhood? What 
another? nd sensitive too, and well written? Yes, yes, 
know, says the faint hearted reader, I've road it all 
a hundred times before by a hundred different sensitive 
young men of the middle and upper-middle classes who are 
now not so young but write so well. How they wero "diff- 
erent" and wmbhappy at their prep. schools, how they real- 
ly only liked eccentric characters whom they weren't 
particularly supposed to like (there you are, you see, 
those tWo Little old dressmakers in their stuffy room, 
and those ¢ibbering grimacing old men and women, who had 
seen better days, promenading up and down the leas), and 
only ‘ownd :eal happiness in some private fantasy or nat- 
ural pursuit (botany? - yes, that will do very well). 
Yoll, Mr. Brooke is not just like that. It is true 
that he was unhappy at his prep. school - and how de 
liciously, some years later, he took his revenge, or 
rathor had it taken for him. Thore are indeed socentric 
characters in whom he takes delight - Pussy Wilcinson, 
for instance, a tatty old relic of the nineties who ends 
m selling \otion ‘or Mosley, and Pussy's disloyal and 
tting pick-up, “Sert", who starts as a private 
soldier being bought out by his protector, and ends up as 
no, “Sert™ is the real hero of the book and Mr. 
» allowed to tell his story himsel®. let no 
yxy a pardonable feeling of over-faniliar- 


‘Om 8 
53° > 


8 lr. Brooke's mothod that gives 
ular charm, for they are only very 
time and only, he reminds us, 
aware of Brooke, the 

and Brooke the desperate 

ine as Broolte the victin of 
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King minimus and the headmster at Greylands. And the 
theme of the whole carefully and yet apparently easily 
Woven symphony of narrative and reflection that mmerzes 
is a great deal more than the theme of one man's develop- 
ment, or than that of the social development of his time; 
it is quite simply the theme of life itself, which can 
quite as effectively be symbolised by a ridiculous neo- 
Gothic life-boat house turned into a cafe, as by anything 
else. 


There has been a more massive, “important”, Book Soo- 
iety-chosen autobiography in process of publication in 
recent years, but, for some at any rate, the dying fall 
of our time will have been caught, at least as subtly, by 
the slender trilogy of Mr. Jocelyn Brooke. 


ROBERT KEF 
NEW NOVELS 


"Helena". by Bvelyn Waugh. Chapman & Hall. 9s. 6d. 
"Shadow of the Bridge”. By Betsy Barton. Gollancz. 10s. 6d 
"Straight and Narrow", by Geoffrey Cotterell. Eyre & 
Spottiswoods. 10s. 6d. 


Though he has long been recognised as our best conta 
porary satirist, Mr. Waugh is at heart a romantic. For 
him the Catholic Church, on the seoular plane at least, 
is not merely Professor Toynbee's bulwark, the spiritual 
successor to the legions in the task of warding off the 
Eastern assault: it is also the whole leaven in the lum 
of Caristian history - Ste Mark's galleys, Roland's horn 
at Roncevalles, the lances of Aore and the sméke of 
lepanto. It is therefore not surprising that when he 
takes time off from savaging the lesser breeds or depict- 
ing the tribal mores of California, Waugh should prefer 
to leave the heart of the matter to others and concen- 
trate on the trimmings instead. 


His new novel is a quasi-historical sotie in the style 
of Maugham's "Catalina" (though a good deal wittier) on 
the subject of Helena, saint and dowager, whose discov- 
ery of the true cross became one of the great medieval 
legends of the Christian Church. The author eschews his- 
tory in favour of the tradition ("invented", wrote Gib- 
bon, "in the darkness of momasteries"), that Constan- 
tine's mother was an Essex princess. This gives him the 
opportwmity to surrender to one of his favow'ite vices 
in the way of characterisation - the clear~cyed, clean- 
limbed, daughter of Diana, with a niche in Debrett and 
an ultimate refuge in the Great Good Place. Waugh's 
heroines, even when, as in the case of Brenda in "A 
Handfw. of Dust", they have betrayed the Cowmty, remain 
like Miss Mitford's "Hons", sheathed ina strange pri- 
mary virtue engendered by prayers in the gas-lit nursery 
and lorg;, golden afternoons spent in the paddock. While 
Graham Greene's characters make the frontal approach to 
Catholicism - wudergoing the betrayal on the pier or the 
Pascalien agony in the shrubbery - Waugh's converts gen- 
erally get to Heaven the back way, through having had the 
risht Icind of Nanny. In a non-—Catholio writer, such a 
scheme of salvation would look dangerously like predes- 
tination. 


The reader who feels that Waugh's Roman empress is on- 
ly an atavistio manifestation of lady Seal, is bound to 
find "Helena" disappointing. Waugh has done nothing in 
this book that he has not done as well or bettor else- 
where. It goes without saying that "Helena" is amusing, 
shapely and well-written, and it also contains some «x- 


tremely witty incidents: The Empress Fausta's descrip- 
tion of the Coumoil of Nicaea, for example, is Anatole 
France of the best "Ile des Pingouins" vintage. Never- 
theless, one camot help feeling that Vaugh has been 
pulling his punches in this book. A Christian saint and 
empress is not perhaps the most suitable theme for a sat- 
irist who is irrevocably on the side of the angels. 

"Shadow of the Bridge", the story of a rich man's malad- 
justed daughter in a smart New England boarding school, 

moving ami strangely wmeven bool. Miss 

Barton succeeds finely in her central portrait, but fails 
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to esteblish th» character's backgroud satisfactorily. 
Alida, the aviova;d, umwakened heroine, is a young Cath- 
erine Sloper, with complications umdreamed of by Henry 
James, and only envisaged since Freui. Her graduml 
escape from the jumgle of adolescence and wmrequited love 
in poignant and well-written. 


Yet, because “he author appears to identify herself 
with Alida rather than look at her objectively, the horr- 
ific ambiance seams overdone and never quite comes alive. 
Cragmere, with its student witch-hunts, Prussian discip- 
line and gmeral }eartbreak, is more of a nightmare than 
a reality; its headmistress, “the 01d Understander", who 
seeks a chio reputation by “controlled publicity through 
the fashion mgazines" is a pasteboard ogrese rather than 
a living figure. 

Cragmere's school buildings are of wood and a series of 
small fires started by an embittered stuient and culmin- 
ating in a major blaze at the end of the book, though a 
judgment on "the Old Understander” and her methods, in- 
trodwes a tiresome and hysterical note into what still 
remains a remarkably interesting novel. 


The flaws in "Straight and Narrow" are of an opposite 
kind to those in Miss Barton's book, since in the matter 
of background Mr. “otterell is a devastatingly competent 
writer, with a flair for authenticity that is little 
short of ventriloquism. (His style is also refreshingly 
colloquial and it in a relief to find a novelist who pre- 
fers current slang to literary cliches») His new novel 
is witty, «mtertaining and immensely readable, yet like 
its predecessors, 11 wholly fails to succeed as a work of 
art. 


Though many critios have blamed this failure on the 
author's “lack of heart", Iam inclined to think th 
fault lies far more in his choice of subjects. His pre- 
sent novél is a study of a modiocre barrister who has be- 
come warped by ambit'on largely through reading the life 
of Marshall Hall at his public school. If Richard Tar- 
rant wore a slightly better barrister and Mr. Cottorell 
had greater command over his materinl, this book would be 
an absorbing instead of a merely entertaining one. It 
has all the ingredients of a first-class roman des 
affaires, the author showing himself equally at home 11 
Kok-Ack messes, legal chambers, shady business circles 
and greenbelt villadom. Unfortunately, Mr. Cotterell has 
chosen to entangle his hero in a wartime love affair and 
the action gets baged dowm among the flashbacks. Judg~ 
ing by his latest book, Mr. Cotterell's extraordinary 
facility is becoming a serious danger to his development 
as a novelist. 

JOHN RAYMOND 


"Traveller's Quest", Edited by H.A. Michael. Hodge. 15s. 


The contributors to this collection of essays on the 
“philosophy of travel" inolude H. M. Tomlinson, Ella 
Maillart, Walter Stearkie and Jenri Bordeaux, and wlike 
many compilations of this sort most of the writers are 
writing at length and at their highest level. Mr. Tom 
linson's essay is a fino piose of prose in which he dis- 
covers that for him the absolute need to travel comes 
(rom his awareness of the brevity of life and of his 
share in the "triumph of existence, which my be the re- 
flection of a reality of which nothing yet is know." He, 
M. Bordeaux and iiss “millart: share this rather mystical 
philosophy of travel and the “call of high places" whioh 
M. Bordeaux cannot resist is very subtly analysed; two 
phrases which he uses remin in the mind ~- "the mountains 
are a prayor"” and "he mowitains were his poetry". The 
other contributors, wiio include lNegley Parson, Alec Waugh 
and Adrian Seligman <4ro travellers with very different 
intent and their aovowmts of their thirst for adventure 
or longing to see th» world mako antortaining reading, 
but they reveal none of the disturbing passion with whiok. 
the writers previous!y mentioned try to wmderstend the 
ancestral voices which force them to wander. lvarybody, 
of course, would lik» to travel, but the man whose des- 
tiny and necessity is to travel is rare indowd. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


EMERGENT COLOSSUS 


Sir, - The credit u deserve for issuing the "New 
Statesmen and Nation" in emergency férmt is mre than 
countered by the inclusion therein of the-article under 
the above title. 


Having lived for 12 years in South Africa, and 26 years 
in different parts of East Afrioa, I can olaim some local 
kmowledge, - probably far more than the author of this 
artiole. let him know ~« whoever he is - that the great 
majority of Europeans in East Africa, and those of Bri- 
tish stock in South Africa, deplore and detest Apartheid, 
disguised or wnidisguised. Hence it is very wrong to 
bracket us with the South African Nationalists as is done 
in your article. The White minority in the five British 
Territories in East Africa does not “oontent itself for 
the most part with renching." 


The aspersions cast; on “the White man's culture" and 
his influence in Africa are scurrilous. To say that "no 
high systems of law ani order" have been given to Africa 
by the White man is mendaciows and wmjust. Whatever 
faults White “oivilisation" has been guilty of in Afrina, 
it cannot justly be said that it has failed to give law 
and order to vast areas where the spear end the witoh- 
doctor formerly reigned supreme. A superficial glance at 
the past history of the Zulu, the Masai, and the Wakilow 
ya, to mmtion but three African peoples, should mks 
that point clear. 


Another of your conclusions calls for comment. Self- 
government and indepemdence are to be granted “under cer- 
tain Socialist safegmrds." Who, pray, is to enforce or 
supervise these safeguards when we Whites abandon the 
country, as w) should have to under those conditions? If 
self-government and independence are given to millions 
of ignorant and. illiterate aborigines, how can any safe- 
guards, Soojalist or other, be enforced? Chaos, corrup- 
tion, disease and stagnation would follow inmediately; 
and probably other White men of a different ilk would 
step in and establish concentration camps and systems 
which stink in the nostrils of decent men. 


But I have left the most serious objection to the last. 
The article is highly charged with the suggestion of pre- 
sent or impending “bitterness and violence". Africa is 
begiming to “throb with fury". The character of the 
opposing forces is “blatant, forceful, and explosive", 
These are the words of a firebrand. Is he aware that 
his artiole will be read by a small minority of politic- 
ally conscious, irresponsible Africans ~- men lecking in 
balance, lacking in political wisdom or experience, men 
totally wmfit, as yet, to assune the leadership of a na~ 
tion? Wittingly or not, this is incitement disguised as 
p™ ‘tion; gosding dressed as prophecy. If any of these 
ide e taking root in Africa, they have their seeds ds 
muc.. att the irresponsible and dangerous effusions of 
writers sush as this, as in the faults of the cruel, cap- 
italistic, slave-owning Bast Afrioan ranchers. 


The world has suffered too mush from people who, for 
the sako of «a politisal ideology, will blithely risk 
bringing about ghastly consequences. 


Kelvin House, 
Dar-es~Sa laam. 


H,.0 WATKINS -PITCHFORD 


Ti BOMB 


Sir, = Perhaps we my take it that in Col. Peniakoff's 
proposal we should noti only withdraw from the conflict 
but, if the U.S, were the first to use atomic weapons, we 
would also dony her the use of sir bases in this cowmtry,. 
We should of cowse warn ou ally of this intention as 
soon as possible. And if all the comtries of Y.Europe 
did tho same, it might be impossible for the U.S. to 
adopt a course which is madness from the point of view of 
T. Europe, however superficially desirable it could 
apoear from the other side of the Atlantic. 
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Mr. Senborn Jones’ remarks should not go unchallenged. 
He supposes that the atomic bomb is "a quitehire ohange 
in violence"; but these weapons are different from 
others not merely in degree of destruwtiveness, but in 
kind, They can hardly be used as purely military weapons 
because the area destroyed is much larger than almost any 
military objective; moreover the biological effects are 
new in kind. As for the idea that fear my prodwe dip- 
lomatic caution, fear is not condwive to wise judgment, 
and we know only too well that, when we fear something, 
we are apt to bring about the very thing we fear. Nor 
will mere caution bring us nearer to peace; what we need 
is a courageous and constructive peace policy. 


One great merit of "Popski's" bold suggestion is that 
its adoption would help to reduce the fear and fatalism 
which mke for adrift towards war. The psychological 
problem must be dealt with before progress towards peace 
is possible. 


T. S. BAZIBY 


MENTAL DEFECTS 


Sir, - Professor Penrose's statement that most of the 
children of mental defectives are not deficient has draw 
an alarming plea from Elisabeth A. Allen. 


She wants the oertified mental defectives who are 
allowed out of Institutions on licence so long as “they 
do not form attachments to members of the opposite sex," 
to be allowed to marry. 


While not liking the present position, or wishing to 
curtail legitimate human happiness, may 1 make a plea for 
the children of such wions? Though these may be born 
normal, how long are they likely to remain so, when 
mother or father, or both, is wmfitted for the work and 
responsibility of parenthood? 


Stable home and family life 
setting for children. 


is mom tobe the best 
Substitutes are less satisfactory 


377 


and horribly costly when they have to be provided by the 
community. So until some foolproof contraceptive techni- 
que is evolved that mental defectives can and will prac- 
tise continually, or until they are allowed to be steril- 
ised, we should hesitate to imperil the emotional and 
social wellbeing of more children, or indeed, their 
physical safety. 

Ravensholn, 

Highnam Crescent Road, Sheffield. 0. 


HILDA G. CUNNING TON 


CONSCR IPT LON 


Sir, - Your correspondent may find sane comfort; in Mr. 
Iseacs's reply to Mr. Paton in the House of Jommons on 
27th July last: “This point would not be overlooked if it 
became necessary ‘to recal) Class Z Reservists, and the 
necessary guidance would. be given at the time." Possibly 
this indicates a procedure not involving cowt martials. 


The man who has never been registered, either provis- 
ionally or by the tribumals, as a conscientious objector, 
has no legal right of appeal to a tribual. That he my 
do so is an ax tin concession made by the Service 
departments in (io and he appears before an advisory 
tribumal (actually the appellate tribunal sitting in an 
advisory capacity) which can advise the Department con- 
cerned to discharge him or transfor him to non-oombatarnt 
duties. Hence the rather equivocal replies received from 
some Records Officers. 


Central Board for Conscientious 
Objectors. 
london. W.C.1. 


Bernard Withers 
Secretary. 
6, Endsleigh Street. 
BAUDELAIRE 

Sir, - Team making a collection of translations of 
Baudelaire's pootry, and would weloome wmpublished trans- 
lations, and also mention of translations included in 
anthologies, magazines, must have 
esoaped my notioe. 


16, Red Lion Square, london. W. C. 1. 
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HUMP REY JEW INGE 

Sir, ~ May I supplement ,our Film Correspondent's tribute 
to Humphrey Jennings with a word on his last picture, 
Family Portrait? This film was made for the Festival of 
ritain as an evocation of the spirit of the sowmtry at 
mid-century. It was completed only a few weeks before 
Jennings' death and bes not yet been putilioly shown. It 
reveals a profound erudi‘ion in the wellsprings of things 
English; a wonderful fertility in the poetic association 
of present with past; and aneye for the observation of 
image whose sure quality has not often bwen equalled on 
the soreen. 

The film's theme - 
as in the arts, of “put 
a new way” - is clearly 
swicessive struggles in painting, film-making 
and not least hia bri sonversation, to find the 
wide-ranging fl: rh restloss, creative mind. 
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CHESS: v= vem ms rmep 
No. 56 


On the Comtinent, the other day, I was told a story - 
alleged to be true - about a chess master susceptible to 
female charm. He was engaged for a game of “Living Chess" 
staged in theatre. As he was getting through 
the opening, the master was struck by the beauty of the 
chorus girl representing his Queen. He made a mental note 
t@ ask her out to dinner after the game. Presently he had 
an opportimity of swapping Queene with some advantage; 
but fearing that, once he let his Queen off the boar, he 
might never have another chance of meeting he re- 
frained from swapping Queens and, a fow moves iater, 
passed up an equally favourable opportwmity. 


the looal 


her, 


By now, the master on the other side began to realise 
what was happening. To test his shrewd suspicion he 
offered one or two more tempting baits. IT! 
fused. The infatuated chess master had beo 
with the desire p his Queen on the board, 
kept shifting her about, to foil his opponent's 
attempts to force an exchange. 
had deteriorated y such tactics « 
lover but wiworthy of a chess player. 
half-hearted moves, he had to resign. 
feat, he hurried to the fair lady who was still hunched 
on the last square where he had practically barricaded her 
from further importimities. Breathlessly he mide his 
offer. “No thanks", she said, "you've shifted me about 
that muoh, I'm dead beat. I'm going 
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THE ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 


TO? OF THE LADDER 


We English never tool: to Expressionism, least of al} in 
che drama. Even in its heyday we never tried to explore 
it or to adapt it for our own purvoses; and this strikes 
one as a little surprising, for we have - witness Carrol 
and lear ~ a marked liking for topsy=turveydom. Since I 
don't personally share the aversion, I went to the St. 
James's where Sir laurence Olivier is presenting Mr. 
Tyrone Guthrie's expressionist play "Top of the Ladder” 
expecting a stimulating evening and I was not disappoint- 
ed. But it is only fair to report that those who start 
out with a prejudice against this kind of play are not 
likely to be converted by this one. 


Mr. Guthrie does not add anything to the familiar 
expressionist technique and this will give those who want 
it an opportunity for crying "Vie wx jeu". But it strikes 
me as no more old fashioned to use expressionism than a 
realism, and Mr. Guthrie, as one would «expect, uses the 
mode intelligently, imaginatively, inventively, and wit- 
tily. When the play opens, his hero is in bed very ill. 
Around his sick bed are assenbled the figures who hae 
chiefly counted in his life. His mother, his wife, his 
secretary, his valet, his old nurse, the smn who gave hin 
his start in business, and, never seen, but a dominating 
voice from up above, his om father. He is to play over 
again with them, as the evening goes on the centrally 
important scene of his life story. 


Everything will be so arranged that we shall see be- 
hind all that happens the pattern of the family struggle 
working itself out in later life. The polymorphous per- 
vert is father to the Freudian man. Mr. Guthrie proceeds 
to demonstrate this thesis by means of juctapositions, 
echoes of key phrases and repetitions of key themes, and 
by playing parallel scenes simultaneously. 


But the real trouble with the play is that though we 
may be, and in general are, entertained from moment to 
moment, in the end we find we have been shown too little 
that we couldn't have guessed for ourselves, given the 
date. The outline classifications of the Freudian psy- 
chology no longer seems as illuminating as they once did. 
Only their patient reduction to the most minute of parte 
ioulars is now of any real interest. Anda play that 
takes a whole life story for its subjeot has no space for 
this. Bven so Mr. Guthrie does marage to strike fresh 
sparks by an adroit playing with the olichés which husb- 
ands, wives, mothers and sons, generically, repeat, over 
and over again. It is in his treatment of his hero s 
working life that he fell, as it seems to me, into the 
merely conventional. The devoted lady secretary, the 
telephone calls instructing New York, Brazil, Costa Rica 
to buy or sell, while business houses rise and fall by 
this simple process - al] that; seemed a little second hand 


There is another difficulty of the expressionist tech 
nique which Mr. Guthrie, I felt, failed to solve: namely 
how,with a to and fro time scheme, to keep the play 
thrusting forward from its beginning to its end. With a 
whole life tine to explore, there seems to be no reason 
why there shouldn't always be another deeper dive into 
the past and the corresponding jump into the future so 
that finally the play has to stop rather than finish. 


The method throws a big burdern on the main actor, anil 
Mr. John Mille proved perfectly equal tio ite He has to 
switch all the time, in mid voice so to speak, from midile 
age to adolescence, to infancy, to young manhood. And 
very convincingly he did it. A large cast supported hin 
well. In particular Mr. Alison Leggatt played ander 
him with admirable detachment as a middle-class mother: 
and, as a horrific hanger-on of a valet, Mr. Toke Towmley 
was suitably repulsive though the effect might have beer 
greater if he had strained less. Mr. Miles Malleson, 


S79 


Miss Mary Kerridge and Mins Rachel Kenpson wore ver) 
much in the picture. 
TC. WORS!BY 
POPULAR OPERA — 


The policy of Sadler*s Wells is delightfully upreten- 
siouwse They have no firsterate singers ~ Amma Pollak is 
the only stylish one amon the lot = so by an exoellent 
repertor; and good production, by distinct enmoiation of 
English iibrettos, by clever team-wor!: ta fairly wme- 
iform level of ensemble, they nearly always ensure that 
a good evening's entertaimment shall be had. Their 
"Palstaff” <- on its far lower level - is «a more coherent 
thing than the Soala's; the "Carmen", also prodwed by 
Guthrie, gives Miss Pollak a chance for a terrific perf. 
ormanceée It is a little sadly that we tum to old 
programmes of the Cambridge Theatre Company, and find 
their aim: “to raise the standard of Opera production in 
this coumtry to the highest international level, and to 
train British artists and to provide them with the opp-= 
ortiaity to sing side by side with the leading internat. 
ional artists." Here youg Britons were in regular 
repertory with Stabile, with all-round stars who never 
put a foot wronge Sadler's Wells have no such high aims. 
If the ordinary mnand his girl enjoy the show, they 
seem to say, all is well. They certainly would not risk 
over-tasking the imtelligwnce of their patrons, “It is 
usually @iffioult” says & progranme-note to "I Quattro 
Rusteghi", "for British audiences to distinguish between 
the characters in an unfamiliar foreign work by their 
names =~ especially wham they are so fantastic (to our 
ears) as Maroele, Dele Strope, Tartufole"; so Professa 
Dent, a hotegospeller for popular opera, has renamed then 
Mr. Crusty and Mre Gruff. 


So we must not complain of wmsubtlety in the perform- 
ance of "I Quattro Rusteghi", or of gross stylelessness 
from the quartet of bessi buffi. It was in fact a very 
fummy evening. The product lo hm was minutely worked out 
and beautifully realised, andi Dennis Arwumdell made sure 
that we would never stop long to listen to the actwl 
sound of the singing. Two of the comphny, Marion Lowe and 
Marion Studholme, have inproved immensely since last 
season. Miss lowe's "lady Pinchbeck" had character and 
charm, her voice was fuller and truer than before; Miss 
Stwiholme's is still poor in qwlity, but she uses it, 
and her pretty personality, with new skill. Kate Jacksor. 
snatched rather wildly at high notes, and the two tenors 
Were well below the women's level. The sets were une 
atiractive. Wolf-Ferrari's musio is so costiopolitan that 
it will stand many kinds of treatment; the first scene is 
bound to be a little dull, and it was not helped by the 
coarse singing and heavy acting of Howell Glyme. After 
that the Florentine song Ie ragarce lelle trecoe bionde 
("The echo told mea lie") lightens the Soore; “and the 
trio for three basses is delicious. So much trouble has 
been taker to make "I Quititro Rusteghi" enjoyable that it 
should certainly catch on in Islington; it is among the 


ir 
best productions. 


Stylelessness «and the determination to havo a 
all costs did away with nny pleasure in the london Opera 
Club's presentation of Donizetti's "Il Campanello” 
Heaven kncws, we are glad enough to hear wfamiliar works 
not to require too high a standard - thowh at the 
Fortune Theatre we might be presumed capable of following 
French or Italian, and of' pr 


‘omp at 


sferring then to 


I'll administer a posset 
Which will keep hin in the cloert 


but the performance was si poor as to destroy a pleasert 
opera. By contrast, Milhaud's ""e Pauvre Matelot” was 
given a sensitive and conscientious production by Joar 
Cross, who always draws the bert from her singers, 
far better sung, especially by Jennifer Vyvyan. 
sequent broadvasts should have introdwoe 
Cocteauts 
score. 
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powerful litretto andi the moving imaginative 
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EW TERA DIMEN TS 

LL Colowred Veriety Consert (by 77 Club) in ai¢ of Xue Party for 

soloured children. Featuring American & British eoloured stara and 
artiste now in Britain. Oct.29 at §t. Pancras Town Hall. Tiekets 6s., 
8a.6d-, lis. 64. from Swan's Travel Bureau, 6 Greet: Russe).l §t. W.c.1 
MUSeun 4642. 

STRNATIONAL Friendship League. Grand Dance, Cormmy Hall, 

Squere, Seturdsy Oct. 28. Adm. 4s- Dancing 7-15-11 pom 

EXHIBITIONS 

ANDSCAPES - an Exhibition of O11] Paintings by Arthur & Marianne 

Sepgel at the Cooling Gallerias, 92 New Bord 8t., W.l. OQetober 25 te 
November %, 1950 incl. Open deily 10-6, Saturdays 10-1. Free admies. 

OOTH'S: Recent Paintings by Tristram Hillier and Geoffrey Tibble - 

9.30-4, Bat. G-%8O-1. 31, Bruton Street, W.1. 

LECTURES & METINGS 

T= Significance of the New China. Conference organised ty the China 

Campaign Commititee on Sat. Oot. 26 at Denison House, 29¢, Vauxhall 
Bridge Rd., S.W.1- (2 mine. from Victoria Stm-). Sessions: 3 to 5; 
6 to 8. Speakers: Members of the Chinese Delegation. DreJoseph Need- 
ham, F.R.8. and Andrew Roth. Tkts. 26.64. from China Campaign Cttee., 
17 Irving Street, W.C.2-, or at doors 
Erreacs Road Safety Laws! Public Demonstration, Friends House, Eus- 

ton Rd-, N.W.1., Tues. Oct. 24 at 7630 peme Chairs Lord Teviot. 
Speakers: Professor A-L. Goodhart, Kingeley Martin, R. Graham Fae 
(Pedestrians Association) and B.C. Shaw (Cyelists' Touring Club).Adm. 
free. Enquiriess CITy 6116. 

AMPSTEAD. Henry Levitt on Russia's Reeord at J.N.0. Oct. 24, 8 p.m 

Stenfield House, Prince Arthur Road (off High Street and Fitszjohns 
Avenue). 8.8.F.8. 

RITISH-Czechoslovak Friendship League, 20 Pont Street, $.W.1. Tves- 

day, Oct. 24 at 730+ Mr. Jagk Lindsay, the distinguished author, 
will speek on "The Establishment of the Czechoslovak Republic, 1918". 
Chairs Mr. PrantifeE Rohac, First Secretary to the Czechoslovak Emb- 

+ Admission free, all welsom. 

RS. T-D~ Williams will speak on "Dr. Schweitzer - The Man". Oct. 20 

at 17 Great Cumberland Place, Marble Arch, 815 peme Oct. 27; John 
Stewart Collis on "Man & Trees - The New Crusade". A)1 welcome. 

OYIE on Universes Chairs Joad. Shaw Soo., 57 Dean Street, W.1.0ct. 

27, 7-15 peme Members only. (€ mths. 5a. 6de; 18 mths. 15s.). Dets. 
45 Steeplestore Close, N.13. 

RIGHTON. Ritchie Calder on "Your Crusade Against Hunger". - 

House, 20/21 Richmond Place, Wednesday, October 25, 7-46 peme 

RITISH Couroil for German Democracy. “Germans are Re-arming" .8pea- 

kerss §.0. Davies, M.P., Gordon Schaffer, Bill Blattaer, John Piatte- 
Mills. Friday, Oct. 27 at 7-30 peme Beaver Hall, Garlick Hill (Mans- 
ion House). Adme 64. Exhib. of Children's books from East jermany + 

EN Uri Gellery, 14 Portman 8t., Wal. Wed. Oct-25 at 8 p.m "art 

and Artists in the London Galleries", illustrated lecture by Isaac 
Amitai. Non-members Is. 

AYPSTEAD Ethical Soo.,, Sun. Oct. 

ders Green (Regal Cinema Hus-stop, 2, 28; 645, 660). J. 
“Trends in Ideology". 

ERSONALIST Group lecture ferien. Freud - Jung - adler - Groddeck - 
& comparative study. A Public l)isoussion between Dr. W. Schindler 
(from the Freudian standpoint) and Mrs. Rowena Phillips (from Jung- 

ien). In Conway tell, -30, Monduy, October 23. Admission free. 
EFFRYE Museum, Kingsland Rd., 2.2. Lecture Series by John Summer- 
son» “English Taste”. (3) Oct.24 - 19th Cent. = Chaos & Conscience. 
ADIO end the Poet. Forum for disoussion. Chairs Laurence Gilliam, 
6 pem-.Tuet. Oot. 24. Egyptian Education Bureau, 4, Chesterfield 
Jéns-, Curzon St-«, Wel. Institute of Contemporary Arte members only. 
(Membership enquiries 17 Dover Street, W.1. GRO.6186). 
T= Linguists’ Club, 20 Grosvenor Place, 8. W. 1. October 28 at 6 pm 
Dr. Suet (Alliance Francaise): “Importance et intéret de 1'orient- 
ation professionelle en France". 
ESIGN in Everyday Things- A lecture will be given by Mrs. Angus 
Maude for St. Marylebone Public Libraries, at Stern Hall, 33, 
mour Place, Martle Arch, om Mon. Oct. 23 at & peme Admission free. 
OME Essentials of an Ethical Religion. GE. O'Dell, at 11 a.m.Ovt. 
22. The Eshigal Church, 4a Inverness Plave, London, W.2. 
TEOSIPHY, Public Lecture, Sundays, 7 peme United Lodge of 
jt. Cumberland Place, Merble Arch. All welcome. 
ing of Pain. 
cciety, Caxton Hall, Westminster, §.W.1. Public leot.Wed. 
6-30. "Buddhiam and Western Thought". Mr.Christmas Humph- 
Offering» will be made te the Bhikkhus in England. 
ONWAY Discussion Circle, South Place Ethical Society, Conway liell, 
Red Lion 8q-, W.C.1. Weekly discussion in the Library on Tues.avgs. 
at 7 peme Oct-24: W.E. Swinton, Ph.D., F.R.8.E., “Som Prehistoric 
Monsters". ission free. Collection. 
OUTH Place Ethical Society, Commay Hall, Red Lion Sq-, W.C.1. 
day mornings et ll a.m. Oct. 22: Professor 
"law, Reason amd Justice". 
a IAN Society, Thurs. Oct. 26, 8 pem- Cora Hotel, Upper Woburn Pi. 
.C. "Brains Trust” on Individual Psychology by qualified team. Vis- 
iters invited. Send or bring psychological problems. R. Stamp, Secy., 
$2 Platts Lane, Hampstead. 
UNCH Hour talks on Yoga. (axton Hall, §.W.l. Tuesdays 1 pom. Oct-24: 
Conquest of Pear through Yogs- Oct-31: Conscious Living and Yoga. 
AWAKRISHNA Vedanta Centre; Swami Ghanenanda at Eingeway Hall (near 
Holborn Tube), every Thuruday at 7.30 pom on Vedanta, Yoga, Psycho- 
logy, ete. All welcom. 
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APPODT IMENTS VACANT 

Avr University College (‘Inive of New Zealand). Applica. are in- 

vited for the position of Lecturer (or Senior Lecturer) in geography. 
‘the salary soale for a Lecturer is £660, rising to £760, by eammmal in- 
cremnte of £50 (New Zealand ourrenoy), end for a Senior Leeturer, £800 
rising to £900 per annum by annual incremente of £50, (New Zealand eur- 
rency)- Applicants should be especially qualified in physical geography 
ineluding geomorphology and climatology, and able to take responsibili-~ 
ty for teaching courses and for directing research for the M.A. and Ph. 
D. Degrees in the regional Geography of the Pacifie and especially of 
Australia and New Zoaland. Duties to commemee on Feb. 1, 19651, or soon 
thereafter as possible. Further parties. and information ae to the set- 
hod of applic. my be obtained from the Secretary, Assoon. of Universi-~- 
ties of the British Commonwealth, 5 Gorden Square, Lemdon, W.C.1. The 
slosing date for the receipt of applicatfionn is Octoter 51, 1950+ 

NIVERSITY of Gydmey. Applies. are invited for the post of Lecturer in 

Moral and Politioal Philosophy» The salary of the Lecturer is in the 
range £500-£750 (Australian) per annum plus cost of living adjustmnt 
{at present £83 miles, £44 fownles) with anruel increments of £50 & is 
qubject to deductions under the State Superannuation Act (negotiations 
for a general increase in University salaries are et present in progr- 
éss). The commencing salary will be fixed according to qualification & 
experience. The successful applicant will be reqd. to take up duties 
early in March, 1951. Further information may be obtnined on applie. to 
the Secretury, The Assoen. of Universities of the British Commonwealth 
at 6 Gordon Sq-, London, W.C.l+ Applica. supported by copies of testin- 
onials and giving the names of three referees, should be forwarded to 
reach the undersigned not leter than Oot. 31, 1950. Wl. Mase, Regist- 
rar, University of Sydney, N.S.W., Australia. 

ETHERNE Hospital, Coulsdon, Surreye Applications are invited for 
the position of Psychiatric Social Worker at Netharne Hospital. 
Candidates should possess qualifications approved by the Assoon. of 
Psychiatric Sociel Workers. Salary £480 per amum increasing by annuel 
increments of £15 to £485 plus £30. London Weighting. The Hospital is 
situated 15 mls. from Londune The Puychiatric Social Workers’ Dept. 
offers experience with neurotiic and psyohotic in-patients, out-patiente 
clinies and therapeutic Soein] Clubs. There is an establishment of & 
Psychiatric Social Workers, wach with her own offices. Adequate oleri- 
cal help is provided, end there i a oar available for the use of the 
department, otherwise mileage is paid to those who have their own oars. 
Applics. to be sent to the Secretary, Netherne Hospital Management Com- 

mittee, Coulsdon, Surrey. 

UBERCULOSIS. London County Council invites applies. from persons 

poseessing the certificate of tre Institute of Hospital Alseners 
or the Social Science certificate of one of the recognised schools of 
sociology, and who have had practical exp. in social work for appoint- 
ment in the Public Health Dept. as local tuberculosis care organiser 
for duty at the Chest Clinic, Hammersmith Hospital, W-12. Sal. seale 
- £400 x £25 - £500 a year. The personaappointed will be required to 
carry out the social and secretarial work arising from the activities 
of the local tuberculosis care committee. Application forms and fur- 
ther parties. obtainable from the Divisional Medical Officer, L.C.C. 
Realth Offioes, 129 Fulham Pelace Road, W.6., to whom forms should be 
returned not later than October 28, 1950. (1240). 

SSEX Education Committee. Mid-Essex Technical College and School of 
“art, Merknt Rd., Chelmsford. Pottery Teacher required as soon as 
possible for part-time day and evening work. Applications stating quals 
ete., to tend of Art Dept., from whom further parties. are obtainable. 
D. Ne Bungey, Deputy Chief Education Officer. 

HROPSHTRE Education Committees. County Library. Applics. are invited 

from Chartered Librarians for the post of Senior Cataloguer in the 
County Library. Salary A.P.T. Il-III (£420 x £15 - £495); a aucceus- 
ful candidate with distinctive experience my be started above the mi- 
nimum- Applic. forms may be obtained from tf undersigned, and shd. be 
returned not later than 14 days ufter publication of this advertise- 
ment. H. Martin Wilson, Seoretary for Edusation, County Buildings, 
Shrewsbury. 

M DICAL Treatment Organisers required by the L.C.C- for the London 

Education Service. The duties are largely concerned with social 
work in connéction with the School Health Service including the re- 
cruiting and training of voluntary workers. A Socia}) Science Diplom 
or similar qualification ie desirable but candidates should have had 
exper. in practical social work. Salary £375-£26-£500 « year. Senior 
positions are normlly filled by promotion. Applics. should be made 
ona form obtainable from the Medical Offiser of Health (Py/D-1), 
The County Hall, Westminster Bridge, S.£. 1-., and should be returned 
by October 28, 1950. (1287). 

AST Suffolk County Education Committee. 

ig Nov. or Dee. for a mixed club at Beowles, 
es. Candidates mst be of good educatl. standard, 
exp- of mixed club work. Preference will 
Selery scale for qualified leaders - Burnham scale for Assistant 
Teachers. Mens £3500 x £15 - £555. Womens: £270 x £12 - £444. plus al- 
lowanse for graduates. Applics., with copies of 2 recent testimonials, 
should be sent to the Chief Education Officer, County Hell, Ipswich, 
within 2 weeks of the appearance of this advertiseaent. Forms of app- 
lication my be obtained on request. 

((suse's ioma. (16 children, boys and girls) run on 

reqgs+ Assistant Senior Housemother. ‘Training and experience in 
child care necessary and ability to take rusponsibility. Happy, 
friendly work and conditions. Good holideys. %© mins. Central 
done Write Box 9110. 


Youth Club Leader required 
with its own premis- 
and have had previous 
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family lines, 


Lon- 





Entered as second-class Mail Matter at 


the New } 
Quickprint Ltd., Eden St., London, §.W.l., and published weekly et 


ork, Weles PeOe, 8 Produced in the U.K- by 


st. Turnstile, London, W.C.1. 


192 
10 





